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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this newsletter finds you and your families safe and well. As always, I hope it provides you 
with a snapshot into Academy life. It's full of great contributions from students, teachers, and 
governors alike. A huge thanks to all who have contributed in some way.

It's been a long and challenging term and I think we're all looking forward to a well-deserved 
break. The Christmas break will feel different from the norm as we still have some restrictions on 
our everyday lives. However, we hope it will be a time to re-connect with family members and 
reflect on what has been a very unusual year. 

Reflecting on the past three and a half months in the Academy, I cannot help but be incredibly 
proud of how our students have adapted. They are so used to their bubbles that even when 
the barriers between the zones have been temporarily moved, they never breach the invisible 
boundary! 

Seating - Science Labs

We have invested in new stools for all the Science labs. The new stools have backs on them, 
which for those students who have most of their lessons in there. They will provide much more 
support. Buying the new stools is a significant investment, and when we return to our normal 
routines, all students in the Academy will benefit from more comfortable seating in the labs.

End of term - Friday 18th December

Earlier this week, the Government suggested that schools could consider holding an INSET 
day on Friday 18th December 2020. This would mean that students would finish a day early on 
Thursday 17th December 2020. 

I want to confirm that we will be finishing, as planned, at 12:30pm on Friday 18th December 
2020. We could see little value in having an INSET day on 18th December and felt that it could 
create difficulties for many parents and carers. We will therefore continue with our original 
plans.

Following the Christmas break, the Academy will reopen to students on Tuesday 5th January 
2021. 



Covid update

I’m pleased to report that, at the time of writing, we have gone three full weeks with no 
members of our school community testing positive for Covid. That said, it is still out in the wider 
community.
 
Salford LA is encouraging all 11-16 year old students to now get Covid tests, even when 
symptoms are not one of the ‘classic’ three.

The classic three are: 

• High temperature
• Dry Persistent Cough
• Loss of Taste/Smell

Non-classical symptoms may include: 

• Headache
• Fatigue, listlessness, agitated, restlessness 
• Sore throat
• Shortness of breath 
• Loss of appetite, stomach problems and diarrhoea
• Body Aches 
• Skin rash 

To book a test, please visit www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test and when prompted, click the box - 
‘My local council has asked me to get a test, even though I do not have symptoms”. 

As we enter the final week of the term, we all must stay vigilant to ensure that we reduce the 
risks of transmission as much as possible. This will help to reduce the need to isolate any of our 
students over the Christmas break.

I would encourage all parents and carers to continue using the absence feature on MyEd to 
report Covid cases. We will continue to check MyEd daily to contact trace, if necessary, during 
the first few days of the holiday. 

We would appreciate you letting us know of any further positive cases for the remainder of the 
holiday. We would ask that you do this through MyEd. This will help us to understand how the 
situation is developing before we start back in January.

Staying safe

In a previous newsletter, I expressed my concern regarding ‘edibles’.

‘Edibles’ are foods infused with illegal drugs. These are often disguised as sweets, such as 
‘gummi bears’ and are known to be extremely dangerous. In some cases, children have been 
sold or given these products and, after eating them, have gone on to become very unwell. 

All students and their families must be aware that any suspicion of possession or dealing in 
any illegal drugs in the Academy will be treated very seriously. If any student is found to be in 
possession or dealing in illegal drugs, the most severe sanctions may need to be issued.

Edibles may contain extremely high doses of drugs and can have serious health implications. 



We urge all of our students to remain vigilant when they are out in the community too. We 
have been made aware of one of our students having their bike stolen from them in Parr Fold 
Park, one evening this week. We want all of our students to stay safe, especially during the long 
winter nights and the break from school over Christmas.

Examinations 2021

Earlier this week, the Government clarified its plans for GCSE Examinations in 2021 in a  press 
release from OFQUAL. This can be found here. 

We expect further information to be provided in January and we intend to mirror all proposed 
modifications in the Spring Mocks for Year 11.

I hope you enjoy the rest of the newsletter. 

My best wishes for the weekend and Christmas break, when it comes.

Matt Hacker

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/exams-and-assessments-in-the-months-ahead


Governor Voice 

| Stanley Johnson | Governor

I am delighted to introduce myself. I am currently Vice-Chair of the Board of Governors at Co-op 
Academy Walkden. 

I was proud to be asked to become a Governor by the then CEO of the Co-op Academies Trust 
when the school became Co-op Academy Walkden. I’m a co-opted governor. I live in Walkden 
and have a long association with the school. My children attended Walkden High School, when 
it was on the previous site, my sister attended in the 80’s and even my late father attended when 
it was simply called Birch Road School in the 1930’s.

My background is in education. I began teaching in Salford before becoming a Headteacher 
in Lancashire. Later I became Senior Adviser for School Leadership and Management for 
Lancashire and Head of the Curriculum Support and Innovation team. I left Lancashire in 2015 
and became Interim Head of School Improvement in Wakefield. I now run a small company 
providing advisory support to over fifty schools in the North West.

My experience was an important factor in becoming a Governor at Walkden. I want to support 
the Governors and Senior Leaders, to develop a strategic vision for improvement and help 
in the Academy’s drive to raise standards for all students. Above all I want to help make the 
Academy the school of choice in the local and wider community.

Governors have been working alongside Senior Leaders in activities such as workshops, 
including virtual workshops, to develop the vision and to understand the detailed plans for the 
future. Governors attend regular board and committee meetings to support specific aspects of 
the Academy’s work. There is a genuine determination within the Governing Board, led ably by 
Keith Halliwell, to meet the high aspirations of parents, students and staff with the support of the 
Co-op Academies Trust and the dedication of the staff team.

This year has been a particularly difficult one and I commend Matt Hacker and his staff for the 
way they have minimised disruption and worked, it seems, every hour, to do the best for our 
students. I hope Christmas brings them a chance to recharge the batteries for next term!

On that note, I would like to wish everyone the best Christmas we can manage, and a New Year 
filled with peace and hope.

Stay safe.



Student Voice 

At the heart of our organisation is co-operation. In 1844, conditions for the working man were 
poor.  The Rochdale Pioneers were a group of 28 men who wanted to change things for the 
better, and they succeded together, by pooling their money and their ideas, to make the Co-
op. They did what mattered most and their pioneering spirit lives on, influencing our students 
today. 

We believe that our Academy can only grow stronger, and be a better place for all, by working 
together and listening to all of the voices in the Academy, including our students. 

We already have a large student voice in the Academy. We have Student Leaders and Senior 
Student Leaders who have written pieces for the newsletter previously. Our Student Leaders 
and Senior Student Leaders work directly with our SLT team, to guide and shape our Academy 
development everyday. The Senior Student Leader team is set to be expanded, with the 
appointment of Senior Sports Leaders, who will guide the development and leadership of sport 
within the Academy too. 

Last year, we also had an large and active Student Council. Organised by Mr Mangas, the 
Student Council consists of three strands, the Action Team, the Communication and the 
Outcomes Team.

The Action Team is made up of 22 members from the same year group. There is one member 
from each form and year members that are elected through nomination. It is from the Action 
Team, that the smaller sub-committees of the Communication and Outcomes Team are made. 

The Action team meet once a half term and are crucial in collecting and feeding back the entire 
Academy Student Voice to staff. We ask them to run polls, collect feedback and lead discussions 
in form about cruciual academy issues. Their voice is listened to and actioned. They are the 
mouth piece for positive changes in our Academy for our students. 

The Student Council for 2020-2021 is being re-launched and, currently, elections are underway. 
We hope that in the new year, we can bring you more information about the Student Council 
and the important feedback that they have given us and the changes that they have pioneered. 



PIE Awards: Inclusion 

| Mrs Dronfield | Inclusion 
Centre Mentor 

The Inclusion Centre students have begun working on a 12 week programme with Beth and 
Caroline from PIE Social. 

PIE Social is run by Beth, an ex-teacher. She set up PIE Social in 2017 to ‘ensure students from 
all backgrounds are future ready.’ (www.pieuk.org). PIE Social work with students to develop 5 
key areas. These are: Communication, Digital skills, Project management, Community cohesion, 
Cultural capital. 

Within the 12 week project, the students at Co-op Academy Walkden are going to be 
completing their iDEA award.

The iDEA award is a digital and enterpirse award. Students work at their own pace, through 
online modules to collect badges. When they have collected enough badges, they gain the 
iDEA award. The iDEA award is nationally recognised as a valuable qualification from employers 
and further education establishments alike. 

Modules that students can complete include: Coding, Digital Awareness, Gamification 
techniques.

One of the students said, “I have just completed my Bronze iDEA award and am looking at 
completing my silver award over Christmas. Caroline is lovely!”

Caroline, from PIE Social said, “It’s been great working with Walkden so far and the students 
have been fantastic and really engaged.”

As well as working on the iDEA award, students will also be developing their employability skills 
and taking part in social action activities!

Mrs Dronfield from the Inclusion Centre said, “It has been great having Caroline and Beth in 
our centre. The pupils are currently half way through their iDEA award (one pupil has already 
completed it!). We are looking forward to starting a social enterprise after Christmas.”



Spotlight on Mental Health    

| Elaine Beattie | Deputy 
Designated Safeguarding 
Lead

This week, you may have noticed that on our social media, we have been posting about 
mental health. This is because we are working with Greater Manchester Health and Social 
Care Partnership and their focus for this week has been promoting mental health support 
over this festive period.  Greater Manchester Health and Social Care Partnership have been 
promoting three support systems this Christmas and they are outlined below. 

Kooth 

Kooth is an online counselling platform for children and young people. It also offers well-
being advice. Kooth is aimed at children aged 11- 18 years old. 

Kooth offers young people a live chat function with a qualified counsellor. It also offers 
a messaging function. Both of these are monitored and managed by counsellors and 
emotional wellbeing practitioners.

Further, on Kooth, young people can find topic-focused forums, encouraging peer support 
and an online magazine which has a wealth of topics from mental health to more generalised 
topics. 

Kooth can be accessed here. 

Living Life to the Full 

Living life to the full is a website, where young people, parents, and carers can access free 
mental health and well-being courses and e-books. The e-books can be downloaded in 15 
different languages. You can access Living Life to the Full here. 

Shout - 85258

A free number that is available for young people to text 24/7 if they are struggling to cope. 
They will be connected to a consellor. Find out more here. 

http://www.kooth.com
https://llttf.com/
https://giveusashout.org/


Student Work Highlight 
Mrs Richardson, Head of MFL sent us two pieces of excellent 
work that she wanted us to highlight this week. 

The first piece was from Sofia in Year 7. Sofia has completed 
a piece of voluntary homework. She had written a poem 
in French, no mean feat for a student who had only been 
learning the language for a few months. 

The second piece of work that Mrs Richardson sent us to 
highlight was from a Year 10 student. 

Eve, is studying Spanish for GCSE. 

Well done to both Sofia and Eve for producing such 
amazing work in MFL. 

Here is another excellent piece of homework completed by 
a Year 7 student. 

Malek was asked by his Food Technology teacher, Mrs 
Kettle, to complete research into nutrients whilst he was 
isolating. 

Malek went above and beyond, producing this wonderfully 
colourful and neat piece of thorough research. 

Well done Malek! Mrs Kettle added, “We are super proud of 
Malek. What a great piece of work!” 

Here is some stunning Art homework from one of our Year 7 
students. 

Mrs McGowan said, “The class were asked to re create the 
colour wheel in a creative way. This could be done using 
art materials if they had access to them at home or using 
photography. Emelia has made a three dimensional piece of 
art work by decorating an umbrella.”

Amazing Emelia! 



The Inclusion Centre students have been getting into the 
festive spirit by making Yule logs. 

The students made the festive treats and topped them with 
a luxurious chocolate icing. They then handmade fondent 
decorations to top their logs. 

These are stunning and look really yummy! 

Miss Peet, Inclusion Centre Manager said, “Seeing the Yule 
logs made by our students was the highlight of my day! I 
was absolutely made up with them. We definitely have some 
very talented students with us here at Walkden. I am very 
proud of them.” 

Well done!  

In music, Year 8 have been taking part in an instrument 
design project.

The project, Stomp!, with year 8 has run since half term. 
Students have been exploring timbres in everyday life to 
create music like the famous theatre group, Stomp! As 
well as creating rhythmical performances, classes have 
been challenged to build or source sounds to include their 
compositions. 

Mr Holden, Head of Music, shared the Xylophone, on Twitter, 
adding “This was one highlight of an awesome day today.  
We got this quality pitched xylophone type creation.” 

He also added the panpipes, writing “This one is 
OUTSTANDING! It plays a major scale!” 

Well done to all Year 8. 

Since the Academy reopened for all students in September, 
we have tried to provide them with the broadest of 
curriculums in this tough environment, but some things 
have had to change. One of these things has been Food 
Technology practicals, which have had to be done at home. 

Our students have not disappointed us though! Here is 
Isabelle with a cottage pie that she made for her family as 
part of her Food Technology homework. 

Here Mum tagged us in on Twitter saying, “It was delicious!”



Staff Highlight 
Students in Mrs Preece and Miss Unsworth’s form classes are 
in for an extra treat this festive season. 

Both teachers have bought and wrapped individual books for 
each student in their form. 

This is the second year that Miss Unsworth, an English teacher, 
has done this for her form group. Miss Unsworth has bought 
all of the books from charity shops, meaning that she is 
helping charity and the students literacy with this thoughtful 
gift. 

Miss Unsworth said, “I am on a mission to get all students 
reading”. Thank you Miss Unsworth for showing that you care 
and for being yourself, always. A kind and thoughtful gesture. 

Mrs Preece’s form are also being treated to a  book each. Mrs 
Preece said, “I have quaranited and wrapped all of the books! 
Thanks Miss Unsworth for the idea.” 

In our last edition of the newsletter, we featured Mr Tobutt 
and Mr Doel, two of our PE teachers, who were taking part 
in Movember. Here is a picture of them on the last day of 
Movember! Great ‘taches! 

They raised over £200 for this excellent charity, which works to 
highlight and promote men’s health issues, including mental 
health and men’s cancer. 

Well done to you both for doing what matters most and 
showing that you care. 

Mr Green has also been doing his bit for charity too. He has 
been volunteered (!!) by members of his form to take part in a 
charity beard shave to raise money for the Christmas Appeal 
here at Walkden. 

He said, “I told my form about the ‘Quid a kid idea’. I said I’d 
shave my beard if we can raise enough. One girl said she’d 
bring the total in herself just to see me shave it!” 

Mrs Bentley, Head of Design Technology, has been Mr Green’s 
biggest cheerleader and money collector! 

Good luck Mr Green, we can’t wait to see the results! 



Mr Green has been spreading the Christmas cheer once more 
this year with the return of the Elf on the shelf. 

The Elf on the Shelf, based on a book by Carol Aebersold 
and her daughter, sees an elf visit your house, or workplace, 
turning up in different locations each day to keep an eye on 
who is naughty and who is nice! 

Mr Green has been documenting the Walkden elf on his 
professional twitter account, which you can find 
@ngreenscience. 

More from the Walkden Elf... 



Christmas Appeal   
| Mr Mangas | Assistant 
Principal - Participation and 
Engagement 

We have now come to the end of our Christmas Appeal for 2020 and we want to thank 
everyone in our community who has shown that they cared and have supported this. 

We have had several deliveries of presents from Amazon! From books to bath bombs, action 
figures to Top Trumps cards, you really have brought happiness for some Salford families this 
year. So, a huge thank you to anyone who has purchased a gift from our Wishlist. 

We have also had over £1,000 donated via ParentPay to buy gifts for children who would 
otherwise go without this year. 

We truly are bowled over by your generosity. Thank you!  



Christmas Cards to Care 
Homes   

| Mrs Joynson | Literacy Lead 

Over 100 of our Y7,8,9 and 10 students have been doing what matters most by taking part 
in the ‘Classrooms to Care homes’ initiative. These students showed just how much they care 
about our local community by taking the time to write a Christmas card to a resident at a local 
care home. 

All students involved were proud to take part and spread some early festive cheer at the end of 
a tough year for everyone. One student said: 

“It is great to make a connection with others in our community 
who have probably not seen many family or friends this year. 

We hope they enjoy getting their cards from us!”

We are so proud of our students who have written such kind messages, stories and well wishes. 

We will be delivering the Christmas cards to the hard working staff at the care home next week, 
along with the donations of cakes, biscuits and chocolate that you, our community, have been 
dropping off at the Co-op Ellenbrook Store as part of our Christmas Appeal. 

We want to say a big thank you to everyone who has contributed, it really is a case that, 
together, we have succeeded in spreading a little Christmas joy to the most vulnerable people 
in our community. 

Thank you. 



Media Focus    

| Mrs Venables | Media Studies & English Teacher / 
Head of Media & Expressive Arts

Why is the media so important to our Christmas?

The media is an intrinsic part of our everyday lives and it is no different at Christmas time, 
perhaps even more so.  Once I’m a Celebrity … starts in mid-November the anticipation begins 
and it is significant TV moments such as the launch of the latest John Lewis, Aldi’s Kevin the 
Carrot or Coco-Cola advertisements that let us know the holidays are coming.  

No doubt this Christmas we’ll be using social media to share our festive pictures with family and 
friends or passing the time playing the latest video games that Santa has delivered.  However, 
it seems that TV and films are one of family’s favourite ways to share the Christmas magic.  
Whether it’s gathering round the TV to be reassured that you’re having a much less dramatic 
Christmas Day than anyone in Albert Square or on the cobbles of Coronation Street. 

Our students have been sharing some of their Christmas favourites and timeless Christmas 
movies. The Polar Express, Elf, The Grinch, Nativity and Home Alone definitely came out on top.  

Scarlett in Year 11 said, “We always watch a Christmas film together on Christmas Eve, we watch 
Elf a lot!” 

While Maria in Year 7 told us that the best thing about Christmas TV is watching it together as a 
family and they have a Christmas tradition of watching the Mickey Mouse Christmas films every 
year.  

Michael and Matthew in Year 11 summed up best why media brings us all together at Christmas 
though saying, “It puts everyone in a jolly mood” and “The whole family sits together to relax.”  

So however you’re spending your Christmas and whatever you, your family and loved ones 
enjoy watching together, we hope it is a happy and special time! 



Teaching and Learning 

| Mrs Ball | Assistant Principal 
- Teaching and Learning 

Last term I explained our Literacy strategy around how we introduce and explain key vocabulary 
at Co-op Academy Walkden.

This half term I want to share some work we are doing around Disciplinary reading. We know 
that children face a significant challenge moving up to ‘big school’, but the literacy demands of 
a secondary education – the type of text a child is expected to read in particular – can change 
considerably.

In primary school much of the curriculum is delivered in topics, with cross-curricular links being 
the norm, but then in secondary school the expectation shifts and narrows into discrete subject 
domains. These differences lead to different ways of reading and even thinking.

The very language of secondary school subjects shifts in complexity from Primary to Secondary 
and there is a heavier focus on non-fiction texts. Non-fiction reading becomes the essential 
staple of a literate and successful student and so explicit teaching of how to read, write, and talk 
like a scientist, a historian, a musician or a geographer becomes essential.

Some of the things we know as teachers are:

1. An inability to read does not mean a student doesn't understand.
2. Working memory affects reading 
3. We need to ensure students understand some background knowledge before they are given 
something to read in order to comprehend the text
4. Vocabulary matters (You need to understand 90-95% of words to make sense of the text)
5. Everyone loves stories

Because of this, we've made it our aim that most lessons will contain some form of challenging 
reading activity.

We have a number of strategies we implement when reading which can be found on the next 
page of the newsletter. 



We also use strategies such as Guided Reading, Cornell note taking and inference grids to help 
students make sense of what they are reading. 

You can help by:

*Encouraging your child to read regularly at home
*Encouraging your child to summarise what they have read in brief bullet points
*Asking your child what they have read
*Modelling reading to your child

For more information please contact me via email at rachel.ball@coopacademies.co.uk. 



Literacy Corner  

| Miss Kane | English Teacher 
- Catch Up and Enrichment 

Book of the fortnight 

There’s nothing like a good book to settle down with at 
Christmas. Christmas 2020 is going to be slightly different from 
the norm, giving us more time to relax with family and read a 
good book.  

A book also makes for a great present for any teenager. 

The obvious Christmas themed book is ‘A Chistmas Carol’ by 
Charles Dickens, but, the Book Trust have put together a long 
list of suitable contemporary books for teens with a Christmas 
theme too. You can find it here.

Word of the week 

 
The last two words of the week were: 

1. Nostalgic
2. Redolent 

This means, that this half term we have introduced you to 6 
new words and their meanings: 

1.Intermediary - mediator; go-between person
2.Jaunty - carefree; jolly
3.Laconic - expressed in only a few words
4.Malign - to speak badly of a person; slander
5.Nostalgic - longing for something one has known in the past; 
homesick
6.Redolent - full of fragrance

Why don’t you let us know your favourite and why you like it? 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/t/teenage-christmas-books/ 


We know from talking to parents that lots of you find it hard to understand all the different apps 
and games that your children go on. As soon as you understand one, another comes along, and 
sometimes it can feel quite overwhelming. For all of us, keeping our children safe online is vital, 
and knowing how to do this can be a challenge. 

Today's online safety tips for parents are on Instagram. It describes the app, explains the 
possible dangers and gives you tips on how to keep your child safe. 

Even if your child doesn't use it at the moment, there is no harm in staying one step ahead and 
keeping the tips for future reference! 

You can download the PDF from here which gives you lots of advice and information about 
Instagram. For example, did you know that: 

• Young people can actually get hooked on scrolling? 
• Instagram has an in-app payment feature, which should only be used by people 18+?
• That # are not always innocent and can be hijacked to spread unwelcome content?
• That DM’s can be used to directly contact your child on Instagram? 

If there are any particular apps or games you would like to know more about, please email me 
on claire.croft@coopacademies.co.uk

Safeguarding - Online 

| Mrs Croft | Assistant Principal 
- SENCO and Designated 
Safeguarding Lead

http://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/downloads/online-safety-instagram/


0161 850 1625

walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk

Twitter/Facebook/Instagram
@WalkdenCoop 

walkden.coopacademies.co.uk

mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk
http://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk

