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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers

As we head into the half term break, I can't help but feel very proud of all staff and students' 
efforts at Walkden. It's been a very challenging and exhausting half term, but our school 
community's commitment and resilience has been brilliant. Everyone is undoubtedly ready for a 
well-earned break! 

We've been made aware of an increasing number of positive Covid cases recently, which 
reflects the developing situation in the local and wider North West region. I know that many 
of you will have been directly affected by either positive cases in your family or your children 
having to isolate themselves as a close contact of a positive case in school. The effects of the 
virus can be incredibly disruptive, and in school, we are facing the challenge of staff becoming 
increasingly affected and having to isolate. Despite this, I am pleased to report that in the first 
half term of this year, we required 90% less supply cover compared to the same period last 
year. This is good news for the consistency and continuity of teaching and learning, and I do not 
doubt that our students have benefited greatly.

We initially sent a message to all parents and carers every time we had notification of a positive 
case. Now, unless your child is directly affected, we will send a summary message at the end 
of a week to confirm any cases we have dealt with. I hope this will mean that you're still kept 
informed without being bombarded by lots of messages. Of course, if your child is identified as 
a close contact, we will notify you immediately and ask them to isolate. 

Contacting us about positive test results over the half term
We understand that some of our students may end up testing positive for Covid over the 
coming days. Please only use the Attendance tab of the MyEd function to notify us as emails will 
not be regularly monitored over the break. We will monitor MyEd once a day and deal with any 
cases as swiftly as we can. However, if we feel there is sufficient risk, we may require the whole 
year group bubble to isolate up to and including the first day back on the 2nd November 2020. 
We will use this first day to carry out the contact tracing process in this case. More students 
would be back in on Tuesday 3rd November 2020. 



Remote learning plans
Below, I have outlined our contingency plans to cope with various scenarios. I hope it will pro-
vide you with some clarity on our expectations when Covid disrupts school in various ways.

What happens when some students are isolating, and the rest of the 
students are in school as normal? 
Teaching staff will schedule each lesson's PowerPoint or resources with simple written 
instructions on Google Classroom so that isolating students can access the same resources as 
their peers in school. Isolating students can then complete the classwork or prescribed tasks via 
Google Classroom.  

Some staff may choose to provide students at home with a live link to the lesson if they feel it 
is practical, appropriate, or the most effective means of learning. This is not an expectation and 
will be the exception rather than the rule.

Students who are remote learning need to keep on top of and submit work provided for them. 
Teachers will log 'home learning concerns' on Class Charts so that both we and parents/carers 
can see and intervene with emerging patterns.

All students will continue to receive homework tasks via Class Charts, regardless of whether 
they are in school or not. Homework tasks will be simple and mostly focus on guided retrieval 
practice to consolidate learning.

What happens if a full year group is remote learning?
If a full year group is isolating or required to work from home in the event of staff shortages, we 
are aiming to begin each day with a 'live' registration with the form tutor. We will provide further 
details of how this will work after half term.

Day 1 of remote learning
Students will need to follow their regular timetable, and teachers will share their lesson resourc-
es via Google Classroom for each of the day’s lessons. 

On this first day, students may be directed by the teacher to resources such as:

· An Oak Academy lesson
· Lesson powerpoints with embedded written instruction
· Mathswatch/Seneca/My Maths/GCSE pod

As part of the lesson, students must upload some independent work to Google Classroom, such 
as an exam answer, extended writing, or Google form. Feedback would be given, in turn, as part 
of the regular lesson cycle. 



Day 2 onwards of remote learning
The planned curriculum will be delivered to all students in all subjects via Google Classroom. 
All students have been provided with the means and method of accessing Google Classroom 
resources as part of this year's induction. We have also identified students who may need to 
borrow a device from school in such circumstances. We will ensure that they are provided 
with this at the earliest opportunity. In most cases, these students will be provided with the 
equipment before they are sent home to isolate, following a positive Covid case. 

· In the first instance, the class teacher will take responsibility for setting work for their class.
· In the event of a class teacher's absence, another staff member will assign a lesson to them.  
· The 'lesson' will be scheduled to be available to students when they would normally be in that 
lesson. 
· The lesson will have some audio-visual input from the teacher. This will be a recorded loom 
lesson or recorded explanation with modelling under a visualiser. We will ensure that the 
curriculum and learning are appropriately sequenced, structured, and paced. 
· Teachers will provide explicit instruction, modelling, and feedback for students in the 
recording. Students can pause and play to suit their learning and repeat to consolidate 
understanding. 
· At the end of each lesson, the students will be directed to submit work to Google Classroom. 
This could be an exam question answer, some independent writing, or a completed diagram. 
There will be a clear and realistic submission date in line with students' timetables.

When staff are isolating but well
· As per Day 2 onwards, above. 
· Some staff isolating may teach a lesson via a live link if they feel it is practical, appropriate, or 
the most effective means of learning.
· At the end of each lesson, the students will be directed to submit work to Google Classroom. 
This could be an exam question answer, some independent writing, or a completed diagram. 
There will be a clear and realistic submission date in line with students' timetables.

Assessments
Students who are at home when key assessments are set will be provided with the assessment 
at the same time as their peers in school. This will come with clear instructions and a set time 
for completion. They will also be provided with the means of submitting their responses via 
Google Classroom. Where students fail to submit their assessments, they will be awarded a ‘not 
submitted’ outcome, which will be reflected in the progress reports issued to parents. 

Feedback 
Feedback can be formative. Formative feedback can be real-time to help students identify 
their strengths and weaknesses. This type of feedback is generally low stakes. Another form of 
feedback is summative feedback. This usually takes place at the end of a piece of work or unit 
to evaluate the learning which has taken place. Summative feedback is generally in the form 
of a % or grade. Teachers will incorporate feedback into the lessons they provide and provide 
feedback to students and/or whole classes where appropriate. 

Problems with access
Students with issues accessing our network or Google Classroom should contact their Head of 
Year in the first instance.  Students are reminded of the need to email staff using their school 
email address and not from personal accounts. 



Monitoring and support
It is the student's responsibility to engage in remote learning and submit each lesson's work via 
Google Classroom. We also rely on parental support in engaging students with learning during 
periods of isolation. 

Class Charts will be used to record submissions of work on Google Classroom so that students' 
engagement in their learning can be monitored and appropriate actions taken at each level. 

More information about how to access and use Google Classroom, including submitting work, 
can be found on the school website. 

FSM Vouchers
We are pleased to report that any family eligible for free school meals will receive Co-op 
vouchers for the October half term. The Co-op has pledged to provide vouchers for all 5,000+ 
eligible students acroos the Co-op Academies Trust. 
  
This is in follow up to Co-op CEO Steve Murrells sending an open letter to Boris Johnson after 
Marcus Rashford's rejected plea. Steve Murrells', in his letter, insisted that children eligible for 
Government funded free school meals were not left hungry during half term. The letter was also 
sent to Gavin Williamson: Secretary of State for Education. 

In his letter, Steve Murrells also flagged to decision-makers that the Co-op will be making £20 
available to each student, as it is "simply the right thing to do." 

The Co-op has already invested £2.6m in feeding its students since lockdown measures first 
came into effect. They continue to offer vouchers to those eligible students who are self-
isolating.

School-based Police Officers
I have previously mentioned the community policing project that all schools in the local area are 
benefitting from. I would like to formally welcome PCs Helen Tyrer and Nic Hilton, our assigned 
link officers, who have already introduced themselves to students. We hope that they can have a 
slot in a future newsletter. 

Finally, as we enter the half term break, may I wish you all well for a happy and healthy week 
ahead. We look forward to welcoming everyone back on 2nd November 2020 at 8:30am.

Best wishes
Matt Hacker 



Governor Voice   

 

| Laura Edwards | Governor

It’s a real privelege to be a governor of Co-op Academy Walkden. I attended the school, as did 
my cousins, my sister, and my brother, who is still there now.

I left Walkden relatively recently. There have been a lot of changes in recent years, from 
buildings to leadership to the conversion to an Academy. I have always questioned the 
direction the school was taking - in Year 8, my form led a campaign against some of the 
changes that were happening in the school because we didn't feel they would have the desired 
result. Whilst I remain unafraid to challenge Academy leaders to get the best for the students, 
I really want to assure you that I have confidence in the direction the Academy’s leadership are 
taking us in. Equally, I have faith in the whole governing body to hold the Academy to account.

Aside from being a governor, I work in schools across the North West supporting children and 
young people’s emotional wellbeing. I am also a local councillor representing Walkden South.

All governors sit on one of two committees - I sit on the students standards committee. The 
other committee is finance. It’s imperative that every student who comes to Walkden are able 
to achieve what they are capable of and are challenged to do better. It’s just as important that 
the Academy works to support children’s emotional wellbeing. I have worked in many schools 
across the North West, and I know that schools can be a real protective factor for their student's 
wellbeing. I align myself with the pastoral elements of the school as that is where my knowledge 
is, and I hope to work alongside staff, students and you as parents this year to really develop the 
Academy’s pastoral offer.

We heard in our recent governors meetings how well the students are adapting to social 
distancing, mask guidelines and keeping each other safe. I hear similar from friends, family 
members and the people I represent in Walkden. I want to thank you for this - our students are a 
testament to you as parents. 

Finally, it is important that, as a governing body, we don’t just govern from above. In an 
alternate world, without an ongoing pandemic, we would be able to visit the Academy. Despite 
the challenges, I want to spend some time this year really listening to your views about the 
Academy and how we move forward together. Please do get in touch with the governing body 
via the main Academy email.



Student Highlights 
We are proud to share our students’ stories. There’s nothing better than hearing about the 
successes of our students, both old and new! 
 
Has your son/daughter achieved something? Get in touch via walkden.info@coopacademies.
co.uk 

Do you know an alumni of Walkden High or Co-op Academy Walkden? We want to be able to 
inspire the next generation with amazing success stories. Share our email and ask our alumni to 
get in touch via walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk.

On the 27th March, 2019, my niece unfortunately passed 
away due to a disease named Meningococcal B. This led us to 
wanting to raise money, and do events for Meningitis Now. 

We have raised quite a lot in the past with different events, 
and then my Mum came up with the idea of running a 
marathon. 

Obviously with myself being so young, there aren’t many 
events that I am able to take part in, so I decided that I would 
like to do my bit to try and help out with the marathon and run 
some of it with her. 

After months of training with my mum to run the marathon, 
the day for the virtual marathon came on the 4th October 
2020. 

Just around 6 miles before my mum finished the whole 26.2 
miles,  I joined in.

Overall, we have raised around £3,500 pounds, and are still 
continuing to raise money to this day. 

If you would like to donate anything, the link is: https://www.
just giving.com/fundraising/Faye-ditchfield1

| Chloe | Current student at 
Co-op Academy Walkden 

One of our staff members, Mr Hurst, from Maths, also 
completed the virtual marathon with a friend, raising £1500 
for the British Heart Foundation. We will be featuring his 
marathon story in our next newsletter. 

mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk
https://www.just giving.com/fundraising/Faye-ditchfield1
https://www.just giving.com/fundraising/Faye-ditchfield1


Jake, in Year 7, and his friends showed their true Co-op values 
last weekend. 

Jake’s Mum emailed us and said, “At the weekend Jake was out 
on a bike ride with a group of friends. 

A little boy had fallen into the canal and the mother had 
jumped in to try and save him. Jake and his friends stopped 
to help this lady and her son. They managed to get them both 
out.  Jake and his friends walked the lady home with her son 
and dog and made sure they were ok. 

This story was shared on social media for the lovely thing that 
Jake and his friends did. 

With the Covid situation it was definitely nice to see people 
happy. I am very proud of him and his friends.” 

We are super proud of you too Jake and we are super proud of 
your friends too. Well done for doing what mattered most and 
showing that you cared. You are a credit to your families and to 
the Academy. 

Over the weekend of the 10th October 2020, the Army Cadet 
Force (ACF) took part in a Guinness World Record Challenge. 
The challenge involved all of the ACF throughout the UK.

The world record attempt was to have the most people 
complete a course in the same day. 

Coinciding with Mental Health Awareness Day, the course 
that was taken by all ACF Cadets and CFAV’s was a Mental 
Health awareness course. The course took 30 minutes to 
complete and all participants had to pass a test at the end.

The World Record was absolutely smashed by the ACF! All in 
all, 1622 CFAVs and Cadets took part over a 24 hour period 
to break the world record. 

Well done to all of our Cadets and Cadet Force Adult 
Volunteers who took part from Walkden. 



Chloe, in Year 7, wrote an amazing poem in 
class about Manchester. 

Her Dad was so impressed, he tweeted it! 
We love it - a great reflection of Manchester’s 
important historical moments and icons. 

Well done Chloe! 



Over the past half term, our students have produced some excellent food tech practicals under 
the most difficult of circumstances. We thank our parents/carers for their support; without you, 
this very important part of the curriculum would not have been possible during our Covid 
restrictions. 

We also wanted to share with you just some of the amazing pictures that we have been sent 
via social media. Well done to all students who have taken part in this at home! We are so very 
proud of the effort you have put in. You are amazing young people. 



Parent Voice: Year 7 

| Julie Sharrock | Vice 
Principal 

We are delighted by the recent feedback provided by our Year 7 parents and carers, following 
the progress meetings with their child’s tutor. 

Notably, 100% of respondents reported that their child feels safe at Co-op Academy Walkden 
and 98% felt that their child had ‘settled in well’. This is a great credit to the students, tutors, 
teachers and you, our parents and carers, who have all demonstrated the Co-op ways of being 
by ‘Succeeding together’; we’re better and stronger when we work together.

We are also really pleased to hear that our parents and carers overwhelmingly agree that their 
child is ‘well looked after’ (97%) and ‘enjoying their learning across subjects’ (95%). This is 
fantastic considering the adaptations we have had to make to curriculum delivery due to zoning 
arrangements and the fact we could not host the transition days this year for our students. 

We continue to work hard on improving our communication with parents and carers. 94% of 
respondents felt that we have dealt very effectively with any concerns raised and those of you 
using MyEd are happy with the quality of communications you have received for example, 99% 
of parents and carers strongly agreed that Covid-19 information provided was clear. 

We would like to increase the number of Year 7 parents and carers who are regularly logging 
onto Class Charts in order to check their child’s homework set, homework submission, rewards 
and behaviour. We would also like to see more parents and carers using the knowledge 
organisers to support their child in developing their knowledge in subjects. Each student has 
their own set of knowledge organisers but they can be found on the school website too. 

We have taken on board your feedback regarding homework being ‘too much’ in some 
subjects; modifying our expectations to a minimum of one homework per subject per fortnight 
for all subjects except English, Maths and Science who will set two per fortnight. 

We want to thank all the parents and carers who responded to the survey and look forward to 
seeking your views again later on in the year. 

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/knowledge-organisers/


Black History Month   
During October, we have celebrated Black History Month. 

This year, we focused on education. We created a website 
page which explained where, in the curriculum at Co-
op Academy Walkden, we highlighted Black History and 
prominent Black icons. You can find our website page here.

Further, we set 31 challenges - one for each day of the month. 
We would still love to see any work, paintings or poems that 
students have done to celebrate Black History Month. 

Please share via walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk 

Anti-Bullying Week  
In November, we are promoting Anti-bullying week. 

Anti-Bullying week falls on the week of 16th - 20th November 
2020 and aims to highlight the dangers of bullying and 
encourage students to stand up to, and report bullying. 

This years theme is United Against Bullying. 

Again, we are having to change our activities a little this year. 

Students will have an introduction to Anti-Bullying week in their 
forms. They will take part in a discussion about bullying and 
they will watch the Anti-Bullying Allience film. 

Throughout the week, we are also asking students to wear odd 
socks to show they are not afraid to stand out from the crowd 
and stand up to bullying.  If your son/daughter does wear odd 
socks, we want you to share it! Take a picture and put it on 
social media. Tag us in @WalkdenCoop. 

We are asking you to nominate your Anti-bullying superheroes. 
Our superheroes will receive a certificate as a way of us saying 
‘THANK YOU’ for doing what matters most and showing that 
they care. Three lucky superheroes will also win a prize!  These 
superheros will be chosen by Mr Corbett, so make sure you tell 
us why you are nominating this person. You can find the form to 
nominate an Anti-bullying superhero here.

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/black-history-month/


Lonely Not Alone    

World Mental Health Day

In 2019, the Co-op Foundation asked a group of young 
people to create a new campaign that would help their 
friends and peers feel more confident talking about 
loneliness. The young people involved came up with Lonely 
not Alone. 

Lonely not Alone is celebrated and promoted throughout 
all Co-op Academy Trust schools through wearing yellow 
socks which symbolise solidarity, caring for each other and 
friendship. 

Here at Co-op Academy Walkden we have been gifted 10 
pairs of yellow socks which we will be using to promote this 
campaign. Watch this space....! 

On the 10th October 2020, we celebrated World Mental Health 
day. 

World Mental Health day aims to promote the awareness of 
good mental health and organisations that can help people who 
are struggling with mental health. 

On the 9th October 2020, we tweeted a link to the Mental 
Health Foundation website and to the section that gave practical 
advice and top tips for looking after your mental health. 

The website has lots of excellent tips, such as talk about your 
problems, eat well, get exercise and care for others and is well 
worth taking a look at. 

On the 10th October 2020, we tweeted a link to the Mind 
website, highlighting their campaign to ‘Do one thing’ to help 
improve your mental health. 

In this strange time, it is even more important to look after our 
mental health and the mental health of our children. If your child 
is struggling, there is lots of help in school. Please contact our 
safeguarding team via claire.croft@coopacademies.co.uk or 
encourage them to speak to someone. 

Outside of school, we recommend that students use Kooth, 
which offers anonymous, safe support.

https://lonelynotalone.org/
https://lonelynotalone.org/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-health
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/world-mental-health-day-2020/
https://www.kooth.com/


Every year we send a Christmas card to community members; it shows that we care about them. 
Working in partnership with our local community allows us to succeed together. This makes 
Walkden and our Academy a better place for all. 

This year, we want our Co-op Academy Walkden Christmas card to be designed by our 
students.  The challenge is open to all students in all year groups and has been set on Google 
Classroom as homework. 

The deadline for entries is Wednesday 4th November 2020. 

Here is what they need to know about our Christmas card challenge.
• Open to all year groups – Year 7 – 11, all abilities, all mediums.
• Your design must fit a standard 5 x 7-inch card. If you can not design your card in this format, 

please submit your design on a piece of A4 paper. Your design can be landscape or portrait.

The design must include: 
• Our school name. This must be in Arial font (if the design is digital). The text must be white if 

it is on a coloured background. 
• A Christmas greeting. Again, if the design is digitally produced, Arial font must be used. The 

text must be white if on a coloured background. 

Other things to consider: 
• Think about how you can include the Co-op values in your images/subjects/colours/

graphics/text?
• Think about what makes us unique at Walkden? How can you connect our card to us and 

who WE are? 
• Think about our community and the theme of the community at Christmas. How can you 

incorporate this into your graphics/images/ideas/colours/text? 

How to submit your entry 
• Submit as a JPEG (High res) or PDF (High Res) via Google Classroom.
• If you do not study art/photography at Key Stage 4 but wish to submit an entry, please email 

walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk.
• The deadline for the entries is Wednesday 4th November 2020. 

Christmas Card Challenge  



Teaching and Learning      

Rachel Ball | Assistant 
Principal: Teaching and 
Learning 

As you can imagine, teachers were very happy to be back in school in September, although 
there has been some adaptation to practice to ensure we keep everyone safe.  Teachers have 
had to stay at the front of the classroom as far as possible, so staff have been using far more 
responsive teaching, such as mini whiteboards, lots of questioning and modelling, often using 
the visualisers which we have in every classroom. Teachers have also had to adapt schemes of 
learning as we move around the school between bubbles, in order to fit in with the facilities 
available. 

We have felt it important though, to continue with our plans of professional development for 
all staff. Our big 3 strands of focus for this year include training sessions on: Explanation and 
Modelling, Retrieval Practice and Questioning and Feedback. Staff meet monthly in small 
groups to read the latest research and discuss how we can adapt our practice to be most 
effective. We are also continuing to work on developing literacy skills, and having regular 
sessions on behaviour for learning, all of which are key strands in our whole school vision.  
At the start of term, every student received a pack of knowledge organisers for every subject. 
These set out the important knowledge, vocabulary and concepts for every subject and will be 
updated termly. They also contain information about homeworks and read, watch, listen lists for 
students to extend their understanding. Please use these to quiz your child about their learning 
and encourage your child to self-quiz section by section. There is further information on the 
website about how to do this along with copies of all knowledge organisers here. Students have 
also had an assembly on how to best utilise them. 

Research tells us that students' usual preferred methods of revision such as highlighting and 
re-reading are actually very poor in terms of helping us to retain information. It is far more 
effective to regularly self-quiz and then fill in gaps in knowledge, before trying again. This 
regular retrieval practice is a key feature of all lessons at Co-op Academy Walkden, and we are 
encouraging all students to try methods such as retrieval grids, find and fix, knowledge dumps, 
retrieval clocks etc. as part of their revision for all assessments. 

In addition, we are working hard to support students who may have to self-isolate. Staff continue 
to upload all lesson resources with instructions to Google Classroom and students are expected 

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/knowledge-organisers/ 


to log in daily to check and complete work. Staff may also support with loom videos (pre-
recorded) which have had an overwhelmingly positive response from students and parents. In 
the unfortunate case where a whole year group is forced to self-isolate, then every subject will 
provide a loom video alongside any other resources.

If you have any questions about Teaching and Learning, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
rachel.ball@coopacademies.co.uk.



Year 7 Parents: Photos  

On the 4th November 2020, we are going to have a professional photographer in the Academy 
to take the Year 7 school pictures. 

These pictures will be stored in SIMS, alongside your son/daughters profile information. We 
need your child’s up to date photo on our system so that we can quickly identify your child and 
keep them safe. Your child’s photograph, which will be taken on this day can also be shared for 
training, quality and assessment purposes within the Academy. It may be shared with OFSTED, 
Department for Education and the local authority, as part of school inspection processes. 

As well as us storing and using your child’s photograph, there will be a chance for you to view 
and buy your son/daughters’ photograph. You will receive a proof card with your child’s picture 
plus a unique security code. All orders are then placed online at a website listed on the proof. 
Once on the website, you enter the security code to view the portrait and select from a list of 
products. You are able to order a digital copy with an immediate download facility or purchase 
print packs. 

Print packs are delivered free of charge back to the school for distribution, providing they are 
ordered by a specified date. You can continue to order after this date but an additional carriage 
charge will apply with the goods being shipped direct to your home address.

The photographs will all be taken on 4th November 2020. Students should come dressed in 
full school uniform on that day, even if they have PE. No PE kits should be worn on the 4th 
November 2020. 

Students will come out of lessons at a set time, according to which form group they are in. They 
will make their way to the main corridor just outside of Global Zone. The Head of Year will be 
with the students to ensure safety and expected conduct. Students will not be crossing any 
bubbles and all COVID-19 safety practices will be adhered to. Students will line up and have 
their photographs taken. They will then sensibly make their way back to the classroom they have 
come from.

If you have any questions about the school photographs, please get in touch via walkden.info@
coopacademies.co.uk.



Careers Focus       

| Ms Loughnan | Careers 
Officer 

Careers goes virtual !

As we continue to keep safe and socially distance, two of our key events are going virtual this 
year so that our pupils do not miss out on vital information they need to make all important 
career decisions.

You can find our Virtual Careers Resources here. 

Co-op Work experience 

The annual work experience opportunities for Year 10 students is going virtual this year and is 
designed to give students an insight into the many roles within the Co-op including a focus on 
Law and Ethical Trading. 

The work experience lasts for 4 hours and includes 3 business challenges, information on the 
apprenticeships, and an employability skills session which can then be added to a students’ CV.  

Please encourage your child to sign up for this event which will be online in half term:

Date: 28th October 2020

Time: 9:30am login for 10:00am start

Who for: Year 10 

Where: Online via Google Classroom (invite once signed up)

Sign up via Speakers for Schools.

http://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/virtual-careers-resources-2020/
https://www.s4snextgen.org/students/Take-Part?id=0


Literacy Corner  

| Miss Kane | English Teacher 
- Catch Up and Enrichment 

Black History Month - Book of the month 

Our book of the month, this month is: 

Black and British by David Olusoga 

It challenges traditional thinking that there were no black 
people in Britain before the nineteenth or twentieth centuries.
It shows why events like the toppling of Colston’s statue in 
Bristol are so important. It shows that black people have played 
important, and wealthy roles, in society.

Word of the week - A challenge to you

We are now at the end of our first half term, meaning we have 
had 7 new words introduced to our students as a ‘Word of the 
Week’. These words have been: 

• Cajole
• Equanimity 
• Desecrate 
• Digress
• Garish 
• Hiatus 
• Insipid 

Over the half term, we would like to set the challenge of your 
child writing a short story which includes all 7 words. If they do, 
please send it to walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk and we 
will publish it on our website or in the newsletter. 



Attendance Matters 

| Mr Thomas | Attendance 
Manager

Sometimes it is the smallest things, which can make the biggest difference. This is particularly 
true when it comes to maintaining regular school attendance.

The Attendance Team at Walkden regularly speak with students when they see a drop in 
attendance, a pattern emerging of absence on a particular day, or frequent lateness to school. 
We find that the underlying cause of these issues, are often minor, and easily fixed.

One of the key issues we encounter is a lack of resilience. We see absences for relatively minor 
ailments, and when we ask the student…’could you have actually come in on that day?’, the 
answer is almost always  ...’Yes’…

There will of course be times, particularly in the current climate, when school advises you to 
keep your child at home, and we may even prescribe an absence for a specific amount of time. 
These instances will always be recorded on the register so it is clear that we have led with this. 
On other occasions, we expect students to show resilience and determination to come into 
school every day.

We try to build this resilience with the students to firstly ensure that they achieve the very best 
from their school experience, as there are many studies that link good attendance to good 
attainment, and secondly, as resilience is an excellent life skill to have. We want our students to 
have this in abundance as they continue on their journey through school and beyond.

The Attendance Team will always challenge in circumstances where we feel a student may be 
able to attend school and has not. Please do not be worried or offended by this approach, we 
do this with the very best of intentions, in our constant drive to improve your child’s attendance 
and enhance their school experience.
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