




I am delighted to tell you 
more about what we do.

Our most recent Ofsted report (2018) rates us as good and describes 
the academy as, “a haven for pupils, so they can ‘dream big’ and 
secure a positive future journey beyond school.” I would recommend 
that you read the full report which recognises our excellent 
atmosphere for learning. 

Academy staff teach a curriculum that is both highly engaging and 
which equips students with the skills and knowledge they need to 
pass their exams and move into their chosen careers. Government 
league tables now focus on the ‘Progress 8’ measure, which looks 
at how much progress students make between their primary school 
SATs and their secondary school GCSE scores. I am proud that our 
results show clearly that students achieve great things between 
Year 7 and Year 11, and are able to successfully move on to college, 
apprenticeships and beyond. 

From my own teaching experience in the performing arts, I know how 
valuable extra-curricular activities can be for our young people. In 
the last few years, our annual musical productions have grown bigger 
and bolder and our summer Sports Day has become increasingly 
ambitious. I am proud that our new multi-million pound extension 
dramatically increases the opportunities for students with a brand new 
state-of-the-art theatre, sports facilities and spaces for arts and music.

Our academy receives a great deal of support through the Co-
op Academies Trust, from the input of senior colleagues on our 
governing body, to opportunities for students such as work 
experience. Throughout its 150 year history, Co-op has always been a 
force for good in the community. Over the next few pages, we invite 
you to read about how we are ‘Being Co-op’ at the academy.

Whilst this prospectus aims to showcase our academy, it can never 
replace seeing for yourself our state-of-the-art facilities and meeting 
our amazing students and staff. I hope to meet you at one of our 
Open Events or tours soon. For more details about these and about 
our academy in general, please visit our website. 
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Principal

Here at Co-op Academy Manchester, we exist to value each other 
and bring out the best in everyone. To achieve this mission, 
we put our values of Fairness, Ambition and Respect at the heart 
of everything we do.

As Principal, I am proud to lead a vibrant academy where I see 
excellence every day; students who love to learn, and staff who 
are passionate about providing the best opportunities for our 
young people. 



Do 
what 
matters 
most



Be 
yourself, 
always



Through a wide range of after-school clubs, special events and trips, 
students are encouraged to extend their learning and widen their life 
experiences. We have a thriving culture of sports, music and drama, 
and a large number of other clubs from computer coding and 
chess to manga and debating.  

Students are also encouraged to step-up as lead learners in lessons, 
which can include being an expert in a topic, coaching other students 
and even teaching parts of a lesson themselves. There are a wide 
range of leadership roles taken on by students, from Tutor and 
Family Captains to Student Librarians and Prefects. Our Student 
Council and student interview panels give students a democratic 
say in how we run things.

“The school’s profile among the community 
is high and resources and facilities have 
an impact on the lives of pupils beyond 

the school gate.”  

– Ofsted 2018.



The wellbeing of our students is the foundation on which all learning 
can take place. Students have a range of people looking after their 
welfare and who they can speak to at any time. Our Learning and 
Pastoral Support Officers are a team of non-teaching staff acting as 
Heads of Year. They act as a main point of contact for parents and 
carers and take a leading role in monitoring and supporting students’ 
welfare and behaviour.

We have teams of specialists supporting students with a range of 
special education needs, disabilities and additional requirements such 
as learning English as a foreign language.  

“The quality of pastoral care in the school 
and the school’s values of ‘Fairness, 
Ambition and Respect’ stand out.” 

– Ofsted 2018.



Show 
you 
care



Succeed 
together



When a student joins the academy, they become part of one of our 
academy Families. Our Families are named after men and women 
from Britain and from around the world, who we admire as 
co-operative pioneers. Some are historical figures and some have 
made a difference in the world more recently.

Students spend time each day in their academy Family and tutor group, 
in which they mix with students from other year groups. Through our 
Families, we instil in students a sense of identity and community.

Being co-operative is not just in our name, but is seen by the actions 
of staff and students every day, in and out of lessons. 

“Relationships between staff and pupils 
are strong and lessons are purposeful.” 

– Ofsted 2018.







“I like the fact that the academy represents all in our 
multi-cultural society in the local area and that the children are 
educated around different religions, cultures and traditions 
which promotes diversity and equality for all”

- A response from a parent completing our anonymous 
annual survey

“The school has had a life-changing impact on my child. It has 
helped mould them into a young person with the right values 
and aspirations for a successful future.”

- Parent feedback given to Oftsed and quoted in our most 
recent inspection report

Matthew made a brilliant 
start to his academy life 
by getting involved in 
everything in Year 7. 
At the end of Year 7, he 
won our “CAM Talks” 
event by delivering the 
best lecture in front of an 
audience in our theatre.

Our Geography teachers 
were so impressed by the 

model of a river system 
completed by Summer 

in Year 7, that they even 
used it with Year 11 in their 

revision sessions!

Kayden scored the winning 
goals in the Year 7 school 
league championship against 
MCA, and brought home a big 
trophy with his team! 

Talented performer Sean 
starred in our shows ‘The 

Wiz’ and ‘Chicago’, before 
taking in a professional 

production of Dracula via 
the academy’s links to 

theatre companies.

Talented scientist in the 
making Jenson was 
one of the students 

who got to spend a day 
with the Nobel-winner 

Professor Sir Konstantin 
Novoselov at the National 

Graphene Institute. 

Jasmine left the academy 
in 2017 and took up an 
apprenticeship at Co-op 
Insurance, where she won 
the Apprentice of the Year 
trophy in national awards. 
She has now completed 
her apprenticeship and 
started her first full job. 



Flautist Lexia was one of our 
musicians, who took a trip to 
Sebnitz, Germany in July 2019. 
Students from all Year Groups 
performed with and for 
students at our partner school.

Just before moving up to 
Year 11, Finan was one of 
the students who spent a 
week during the summer 
holidays at the University 
of Oxford. We encourage 

our most academically-able 
students to aspire to the 

best universities.

Exceptional athlete Basil is the 
academy’s king of the track 
and field, but he is also ranked 
2nd in the country as the 
English silver medallst in the 
long jump. Here he is in action 
at Sports Day 2019.

Amber achieved an 
amazing set of GCSE 
grades in the summer 
of 2019, including three 
grade 9s! During her time 
as a Head Prefect, 
she made a real difference 
in making the academy
a welcoming and 
supportive environment 
for all students. 

“Our academy is special because we treat everyone fairly 
and equally”.

- Huda, Year 10

Tayra is one of the academy’s 
many talented artists – here is 
a very impressive self-portrait.

“Co-op Academy Manchester is an amazing place to be! 
I love the friendships, the teachers and the help we get to 
drive us on.”

- Kimberley, Year 8

Jael was one of the students 
who did us proud when by 
representing us at a special 
event for International 
Women’s Day. 
Our students came up with 
their own rap to explain the 
importance of the day to 
an audience of inspirational 
speakers from business.
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